* The 10-year Treasury opened at
2.64 percent early Monday, while the
2-year, 3-year, and 5-year Treasuries
came in at 2.47 percent, 2.45 percent,
and 2.44 percent, respectively. The 5-year
Treasury is currently the lowest-yielding
debt in the Treasury curve, while the
6-month and 1-year Treasuries are
yielding more than the 7-year Treasury.
The curve is experiencing volatility,
as mixed economic data continues
to be released.

The markets were down around

the globe last week, after weak data
out of China and easing by the
European Central Bank (ECB) led to
global growth concerns. Chinese
exports fell by 20.7 percent
year-over-year in February. Many
economists cited the Chinese New
Year holidays as reason for some of
the noise within the data. Following
the decline in European Union growth
to 1.1 percent, Mario Draghi and the
ECB lowered guidance for rate forecasts
and injected stimulus by providing
cheaper rates for bank lending in

the area.

Health care, energy, and industrials were
among the worst performers on the
week. The top-performing sectors were
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utilities, REITs,and consumer staples,
as investors favored a risk-off trade.

* The employment report was released
on Friday, which showed that only
20,000 new jobs were added in
February, compared with an
expectation for 180,000 jobs. Despite
the low jobs number, unemployment
fell to 3.8 percent from 4 percent, and
underemployment fell to 7.3 percent
from 8.1 percent. Average hourly
earnings also grew slightly more than
expected at 3.4 percent compared
with an estimate of 3.3 percent.

Housing starts were also released on
Friday, coming in higher than expected
at 1.230 million versus the estimate

of 1.195 million. This result was a nice
rebound from the 1.078 million that
we saw in January. Earlier in the week,
new home sales rose 3.7 percent,

well exceeding the estimate of an
8.7-percent decline.

* The Institute for Supply Management
Manufacturing index showed a strong
gain, moving to 59.7 compared with
the prior month'’s result of 56.7.This
number points to continued strength
in the U.S. service economy.
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EQUITIES
S&P 500 -2.12
Nasdag Composite -2.43
DJIA -2.17
MSCI EAFE -1.91
MSCI Emerging Markets -1.99
Russell 2000 -4.23
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This week is a busy one for economic data.

On Monday, the retail sales report will be
released.The headline index is expected
to rebound from December’s surprising
1.2-percent drop to a flat result for January.
The core index, which excludes autos,

is expected to recover a bit more, from

a 1.8-percent drop in December to a
0.4-percent gain in January. Much

of the December decline was due to
decreased income and confidence
during the government shutdown, so the
expected reversal would be reasonable.
But even if the numbers come in as
expected, they would indicate slower
growth in the first quarter.
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On Tuesday, the Consumer Price Index

is expected to show a rise in the headline
index, which includes energy and food,

of 0.2 percent for February.This would be
up from a flat result in January, leaving
the annual rate at 1.6 percent.The core
index, which excludes food and energy,

is expected to hold steady at a 0.2-percent
gain for February, the same as January.
Here, the annual figure should stay steady
at 2.2 percent. If the numbers come in

as expected, inflation will remain solidly
under control, which likely will keep the
Federal Reserve patient on interest rates.

On Wednesday, the Producer Price Index is
also expected to show moderate inflation.
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The headline index should rise from

a 0.1-percent decline in January to a
0.2-percent increase in February.The
annual rate, however, is expected to
decline from 2 percent to 1.9 percent

on base effects. Core prices are also
expected to rise on a monthly basis, but
by less, from an increase of 0.3 percent in
January to a 0.2-percent gain in February.
The annual figure is expected to stay
steady at 2.6 percent.

Also on Wednesday, the durable goods
orders report is expected to show a drop
in the headline index. It should go from
a 1.2-percent gain in December to a
0.8-percent decline in January, on a drop
in aircraft orders.The core index, which
excludes transportation and is a better
economic indicator, is expected to rise
from a 0.1-percent gain in December

to a 0.3-percent gain in January.There
may be some downside risk here,
however, as surveys show slower
business investment growth.
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On Friday, the industrial production
report is expected to bounce off

a very weak January. Growth declined by
0.6 percent in January, largely on reduced
manufacturing output. It is expected to
rise by 0.6 percent in February, however,
on resumed growth and higher utility
production due to the cold weather.
Manufacturing is also expected to
rebound, from a 0.9-percent decline

in December to a 0.5-percent rise in
January.There may be some downside
risk to both of these numbers on slowing
global demand.

Also on Friday, the initial release of

the University of Michigan consumer
confidence index is expected to rebound
a bit, from 93.8 in February to 95.8

in March.The government shutdown

was responsible for much of the recent
decline, reportedly, so its end should help
the index bounce back a bit. Lower gas
prices and the stock market recovery

are also expected to help.
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